QUALIFCATIONS SUMMARY – JOHN PLUNKETT

John Plunkett has played key advisory and negotiating roles on virtually all aspects of utility demand side management in North America and Asia,. He is an experienced economist with a strong background in energy utility demand side management (DSM) program design, analysis, and implementation for electric and gas service providers. His expertise in economic and business strategy ranges from residential, industrial, and commercial program design to resource planning and policy decisions. Plunkett has testified as an expert witness on DSM in regulatory proceedings throughout North America.  He has led and / or prepared numerous analyses and reports on the economically achievable potential for efficiency and renewable resources.  He also has a solid peer-reviewed publication and presentation record on clean energy investment economics, planning, and performance for conferences and other forums throughout North America and China.

Plunkett’s most recent assignments have been in Vermont and China.  In Vermont, he is the  Senior Policy Advisor and a member of the Senior Management Team at Efficiency Vermont, the nation’s first statewide energy efficiency utility.  His current role in Efficiency Vermont’s third 3-year contract with the Vermont Department of Public Service is to plan geographically targeted efficiency investments, using a 75% annual budget increase authorized by regulators in 2006.  He is also providing strategic and economic analysis for Efficiency Vermont’s bid into ISO New England’s Forward Capacity Market.  Plunkett is also actively involved in Central Vermont Public Service’s plans and regulatory filings for procuring targeted efficiency resources.  In addition, the Green Mountain Power Efficiency Fund, which will begin to commit additional efficiency investment funding in its service territory in 2008, rounds out Plunkett’s portfolio of Vermont projects.

In China, Plunkett has led the Natural Resources Defense Council consulting team since 2003 in developing and implementing Efficiency Power Plants (EPP) in Jiangsu Province.  Currently he is working with a team of Chinese and American engineers to assist Jiangsu with industrial retrofits.  For the past year, he has led the Asian Development Bank consulting team’s pre-feasibility analysis of a $100 million loan in 2008 to support an 18-year EPP retrofit re-lending project in Guangdong Province.

Plunkett provides expert witness testimony on energy efficiency portfolio economics and performance on behalf of clients coming before utility regulators in Connecticut, Florida, Pennsylvania, New York, Vermont, British Columbia, and Quebec. 

Plunkett is a partner in Green Energy Economics Group, a company he founded in 2005 with Francis Wyatt, his colleague since 1992.

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY BEFORE FOUNDING GEEG

Partner, Optimal Energy, Inc., Bristol, VT (9 years).  Strategic planning, implementation management, and regulatory support on energy efficiency and renewable investment by regulated and unregulated businesses. 

Senior Vice President, Resource Insight, Inc., Middlebury, VT (6 years).  Analyzed DSM resource planning / acquisition and integrated resource planning in numerous states. 

Senior Economist, Komanoff Energy Associates, New York, NY (6 years).  Directed consulting services on integrated utility resource planning. Testified on utility resource alternatives, including energy efficiency investments and independent power systems.

Staff Economist, Institute for Local Self Reliance, Washington, D.C. (4 years).  Project development and analysis; firm specialized in energy and urban economic development. 

Energy Project Director, D.C. Public Interest Research Group, Washington, D.C. (1 year).  Led energy advocacy on Georgetown University and George Washington University campuses.

EDUCATION

B.A. with Distinction, Economics; Phi Beta Kappa; Adams Prize in Quantitative Economics, Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, PA, 1983.

Georgetown University School of Foreign Service, 1975-1977.




